



CogAT Score Rationale 

Attached to this letter are the results from the most recent administration of the Cognitive 
Abilities Test (CogAT) at Spokane International Academy. We consider it a privilege to work with 
all students and believe that all students have special gifts and many high achieving 
characteristics. We believe it is important to do a universal screening for our highly capable 
program to ensure that all students and families who would like to be considered for these 
services have the opportunity to do so. Selection for services does not in any way change the 
way we feel about each student, it just allows us to attend to the unique needs these students 
may have in the same way we do when identifying other special populations of students (IEP, 
504, and English Language Learners). 


Washington state law requires school districts to identify highly capable students in K-12th 
grade and provide them with differentiated services in relation to their areas of strength. 
Washington state defines highly capable students as those “students who perform or show 
potential for performing at significantly advanced academic levels when compared with others 
of their age, experiences, or environments.”


SIA has elected to use the CogAT as its universal screener for cognitive abilities due to its 
widespread use across the United States and our ability to effectively establish a national 
percentile rank when selecting students for services. Students who score a 90 or above on 
the CogAT will automatically be referred for services. However, if you would rather not have 
your child participate in those services you may elect to opt them out at any point. Final 
determinations of service will be sent out in late April after our team has the opportunity to 
weigh the multiple factors necessary for identification.


Percentile: 
What does the score on the CogAT mean? The CogAT measures cognitive ability in verbal, 
quantitative and nonverbal domains. Each of these subtests measures a child’s capacity in 
these areas. The scores are represented as percentiles. Percentiles differ from percentages 
significantly. 


• Percentage: A student gets a score based on the number of items answered correctly out 
of the total amount of available items. Example, a student gets 8 out of 10 questions 
correct and earns an 80%. The total possible in a percentage situation is 100%.


• Percentile: The score is determined based on how many other students nationally out of 
100 that the student would have scored better than on that same assessment. Example, a 
student gets a 90 on the CogAT. This means they are in the 90th percentile, or, they would 
have scored better than 90 other students nationwide, on average, who also took the 
CogAT. The highest number possible in a percentile situation is 99 because the child 
would have scored better than the other 99 out of 100 students taking the assessment 
therefore adding up to 100. Percentiles also use a specific indicator to calculate the score 
that factors in the age or grade of a student. SIA uses the age percentile to account for 
students who may be older or younger in a given grade level. This allows all students 



equal opportunity to demonstrate their ability as compared with other students who are 
the same age.


Things to consider if your child will be considered for services due to their CogAT score: 
• It is important for your child to be sensitive to peers who may or may not have qualified for 

highly capable services. Again, we feel these services are intended to take into account 
the unique abilities these students may have.


• It is critical to share with your child that all students have a variety of strengths, of which, 
are not all are identified with the CogAT. The CogAT showcases only verbal and 
quantitative reasoning skills.


• Consider issues sensitively, be honest, and only respond with as much detail as you feel 
necessary. It is advisable to not share your child’s actual score with them as it is hard 
enough to determine the score as professional educators.


Things to consider if your child will not be considered for services due to their CogAT 
score:

• Be sure to take stock of your own feelings before attempting to share with your child that 

he/she is not eligible to participate in extra services. This will help to ensure that you are 
and will remind calm if you are not happy about the evaluation results.


• Consider issues sensitively, be honest, and only respond with as much detail as you feel 
necessary. It is advisable to not share your child’s actual score with them as it is hard 
enough to determine the score as professional educators.


• Just because a student does not qualify at this point does not mean that they may not 
qualify at a later date. Families have the option to elect to have their child tested again in 
the fall if they so desire. There are many factors that go into assessment results and 
sometimes as students mature they are better able to demonstrate their true ability on the 
assessment.


Multiple Intelligences (Gardner, 1983):


On a closing note, we wanted to pass along information that pertains to all parents and kids. 
One of the more influential theories that supports the work in highly capable/gifted programs 

comes from Howard Gardner’s theory of 
Multiple Intelligences. This theory challenges 
the traditional notion of IQ and states that 
there are actually 8 areas in which an 
individual can display highly capable or 
gifted abilities. We would encourage you to 
research this on your own and look for these 
areas of intelligence in your own child. In 
order for society to function well and to 
complete all of the necessary tasks placed 
before us, we need a broad range abilities 
and intelligences. The CogAT and other 
traditionally administered cognitive 
assessments really just measure the 
linguistic and logical reasoning intelligences. 
This is due to school’s ability to attend to 
these in academic programs. However, we 
hope to be able to give students an 
opportunity to practice their skills and 
develop their capacity in each of the 8 
identified areas of potential intelligence.




There are some great resources available to help explain percentile scores, identification for 
services and services for highly capable/gifted children available at the sites listed below. If you 
have any questions related to the CogAT scores please email Mr. Franklin at 
franklin@spokaneintlacademy.org. If you would like to have your child reassessed on the 
CogAT for services for 2019-20, we will be conducting those in the fall and will send out 
information at that point. More information about the specific services that will be delivered to 
students who qualify for these services will be available prior to the 2019-20 school year. Our 
team is working through current research and with local partners to determine the best fit for 
the students we serve and the mission of SIA.


WA OSPI - Highly Capable Program

www.k12.wa.us/highlycapable


National Association for Gifted Children

www.nagc.org 

mailto:franklin@spokaneintlacademy.org
http://www.k12.wa.us/highlycapable
http://www.nagc.org

