
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has identified five “pillars” 
that describe the required elements of Transitional Kindergarten:

• PILLAR I
TK programs meet the requirements of full-day kindergarten, including administration
of the “WaKIDS” whole-child assessment, within the first ten weeks.

• PILLAR II
Classrooms are staffed by certificated teachers and paraeducators who provide a Classrooms are staffed by certificated teachers and paraeducators who provide a 
curriculum that offers a rich, varied set of experiences in learning environments that are 
developmentally appropriate and address the whole child.  It is recommended that 
teachers have Early Childhood and/or Early Childhood Special Education Endorsements.

• PILLAR III
Transitional Kindergarten programs are inclusive, socioeconomically diverse, and 
responsive to the needs of children who qualify for participation.

• PILLAR IV: • PILLAR IV: Programs must be fully integrated into school buildings, with access to 
transportation, specialists, recess, lunch in the school cafeteria, and all aspects of the 
school day available to regular kindergarten students. Attention must be given to the 
developmental capabilities and needs specific to young children in these settings.

• PILLAR V: • PILLAR V: Transitional Kindergarten programs work in collaboration with and do not 
adversely impact enrollment in community-based preschool programs, including Head 
Start, ECEAP (the Early Childhood Education Assistance Program), tribally-led early 
learning programs, and those operating in licensed child care centers and licensed family 
homes. School districts and charter public schools participate in coordinated outreach, 
referral, and placement to assure best fit and appropriateness of services based on each 
child and family’s need.

CHARTER FACT:

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/support-programs/early-learning-washington-state/transitional-kindergarten
https://charterschool.wa.gov/operating/transitional-kindergarten/
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